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A SERMON, G. 
—IASNXT. 
5 LUKE. viii. 32, 33. | 
& And there was there an herd of many ſwine feeding on the mountain: 
© and they beſought him that he would ſuffer them to enter into 
them: and he ſuffered them. Then went the devils out of 


0 the man, and entered into the ſwine ; and the herd ran violeatly 
down a ſteep place into the lake, and were choked." 


8 soon as our blessed Lord, whose chief 
errand into the world was to destroy the 
works of the devil, had with his disciples weather 
ed out an uncomfortable night-storm at sea, and 
had set their feet on dry land in the morning, 
they met what was more furious than even the 
sea in a storm, namely, a fierce, noisy, naked 
de moniac. Our Evangelist tells us, he was 
possessed with unclean spirits. Lo the intent he 
might be understood, he afterwards, namely, in 
the text, stiles them devils: So do the Evangelists 

Matthew and Mark. This demoniac being, as 
it should seem, very fierce and loquacious, casting 
an eye upon our Saviour, he, or rather the evil 
spirit within him, discerning the Divinity which 
was shrouded under a: veil of flesh, loudly ad- 


dressed Him in this strange manner What have © 


Ito do with thee, Jesus thou Son of God most 
 kigh? I beseeck thee torment me not, ver. 28. 
Observe, Jesus thou Son of God most high. 
What could the most enlightened Christian have 
said more to the honour of our Divine Saviour. 
My friends, the vilest miscreant on earth, yea, the 
foulest devil in hell can make an orthodox con- 
fession of faith, and utter holy words. But, ah! 
what avails” a. mere lip profeaaton, while the 
| unclean Spirit reigns within ? 


A 2 | | But 


* 


e e 


But to procced. Though this demoniac, or 
rather the jufernal spirit within, gave our Lord 
this honourable title, Jes thou Son of God most 
high! yet observe what's next very strangely 
added, /t have T to do with. thee ?. When the 
devil said this, he in one respect uttered. a 

notorious falsRood-; in, another respect, - a sober 
truth. It he meant that he had nothing to do 
with Christ as a Lord or 7uler, his declaration 
was false: but if his meaning. only was, that he 
had nothing to do with Him as a 8in-atoning 
| _ Preest, he utter2d a sober, but very sorrowful 
5 truth. Sad it was for him, that a spirit so heavy 
lade with guilt had nothing to do with the 
1 sin-utoning Sactifice of jesus; and that such a 
_  dCGiscaccd, deep-fallen spirit could lay no claim to 
tue healing medicines of this wonderful Physician. 
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Ide evil spirit next adds, I beseech thee torment _ ! 
mie not. Observe, Tis the well-known property 
* of a guilty spirit to meditate terror, and to be 

. filled with fresh horror at the sight of its judge 

and executioner. Nature prompts every crea- 

: 


ture, even devils, to desire a release from pain 
and punishment. The devil can pray against 


|  sufferings, though not. against sin: No, tis grace 
can sincerely desire a freedom from moral evil. 
Ihe demoniac or diabolic spirit having ended 


his address, our Lord asks his name; to whom 
he makes this strange reply, verse 30. And 
die Said, Legion: because man) devils were 


* 
" * 9 
> * 


entered intered into him. The word Legion, 
* as Mr. Henry rightly observes, is a military term. 

Now das these devils here assume this name, it 
' implies, that they are in a state of war; they war 
, 


1 against God and his glory, against Christ and his 

gospel, against men and their happiness. Again, 
[} the name Legion, not only. implies warriors, but 
'WM a large number of warriors ;. for a legion _— f 


5 * 4 
A 2 


5 

of some thousands. Hence when these devils 
stile themselves Legion, they subjoin this reason, 
For we are many, Mark v. 9. Here we have a 
strange name: In the 32d and 33d verses, which 
are the text, we have as strange a petition: And 
there was there an herd of many swine feeding 
on the mountain: and they besought aim that he 
would suffer them to enter into them; and he 
#uffered them. Then went the devils out of the 
man, and entered into the herd of wine: and 


| the herd ran wolently down a steep place i into tie 
lake, and were choked. 


In these words the Devil verified three old 
English proverbs ; which, as they contain the 
general scope of the text, will also contain the 
substance of this ensuing discourse. 


I. The Devil will play at small ame, rather 
than none at all. | 
1 besought him that 15 would er them | 
; 70 enter into my ine and he Suffer ed them. 


II. They run fast whom the Devil drives. 


When the unclean spirits entered into the 
swine, 'tis said, The herd ran violently. . ; 


III. The Devil brings his hogs to a fine . 


| Behold the herd ran violent! + ta down a Weep Neef 
f into the lake, and were choke 


The bist proverbial saying whict the text 
verifies is, that the devil will Play. at small 
game rather than none at all.“ 


be highest game which this fallen archangel 
aims at in this world is, to possess, pollute, and 
ruin mankind. Might he choose his own lodg- 
ings, none, would please him so well as these 
34 A 8 flying 
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prefers man to take up his. abode in, above. all 


of men than of their bodies. None but the best 


apartment in the house will serve. this unclean 
spirit. However, because this mischievous fend 
is not always permitted to possess, hurt aud ruin 
the souls of mankind; therefore, rather than de 

uo ͤ harm at all, he will harrass their bodies with: 
diseases, or some distressing malady. bus he 
afflicted Job's body, Jeb ii, 7. and perhaps. the 
Apostle Paul's, whose thorn in the flesh is called 


a4 messenger of Satan, 2 Cor. xii. 7. Or, if he 


lying templcs of the. Most High. And as he 


N 
| 
| 5 725 nferior creatures, because he is the only creature 8 
3 on earth that is capable Oft sin and damnation; «.- 7 
80 he:would rather take possession of the souls 


hd 
7 F 


be restrained from carrying his mischievous in- 


fluence thus far, he will offer violence to me 
meaner species of God's creatures, Yea, rather 


than have no prey for his hellish maleeand 
cruelty. to feed on, this 'xoaring lion will we? 
the- minutest -part of Job's cattle, namely, 


Sheep, Job i. 16. nay, will fall upon an held of 
Sorry hogs, and drive them down, a. stecpPreci- 


ice, and drown them. Thus it appeaſß that 
atan prefers even small game before nonaat all. 
If any ask a reason for this, a, threefold! M ma) 
he assigned! As. - ey. 
First, Because Satan is an industrie 
who loves to be always in dction. 


4 * 
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_ Secondly, A very malicibus spirit; ther would 
Thirdly, Because he is als a canmpp spirit, 


rather be doing, a little harm than nog 


who can turn even small game into lar gain. 


First, The devil cheeseth to play ber swall 


game rather than none at all, because is an 


tndustyious spivit, "who" loves to be Ag /o in 


wetion. Action is a property natural to s pirits, 


ſachzespirit, 
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no- way clogged with a body, to- him perpetual 
action is natural, if not necessary. Hence we find 
him giving this description of- himselt, namely, 


* 


Besides, not only the spirituality and activity of 


another thing that puts him into continual motion 


I 


a rest is et to bodies. Man being a creatude | 


consisting both of body and spirit, action is natu- 
ral to him sometimes, and rest at other times. 
Whereas Satan, being an immaterial spirit, that's 


„One that goeth ty and fro in the earth, 
«and walks up: and down in it,“ Job i. 7.— 


Satan's nature, but his self-tormenting guilt is 


and action, and prompts him to pursue little 
ane rather than nono at, all. Consider, 


the legion of demons: in the text gave awple 
proof. For no sooner were they ejected out of 


- Secondly, That Satan is not ably an active, Fs 


but 4 ow matticias sprit,. that would rather be 
doing a littte lamm than none at all. Of this, 


the poor man, than they immediately entered 


into the herd of swine. They lose no time, but 


pass without intermission or stop, out of one 
mischief into another. And indeed; the amazing 


wickedness of the devil's nature, in conjunction 
with its activity, pusheth him into continual 


mischief: Hence, the Apostle stiles -him a rowing 
lion, who goeth about seeking whon he may devour, 
1 Pet. v. 8. Such is the insatiable eruelty of this 
devouring lion, that whatever prey he fastens 
his paw upon, he teareth it to the utmost of his 
3 malice instigates him to act 
the part of che insatiable miser, in whom cursed 


avarice is such a predominant principle, that he 


malice of this. diabolic adversary against 
ereatures is such, that ban en or harm the 
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will gather Wirt straws, rather than forbear 


making additions to his bold ved heap. Thus the 
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very minutest of them, rather than desist from 
_ his beloved trade of doing mischief in some 
degree; like that barbarous Emperor of Rome, 
Domitian, who, having not strength enough to 


exercise perpetual N upon larger prey, spent 
his leisure hours in pricking flies with a bodkin, 
and putting them to pain for his diversion.— 


' Believe it, if, when Beelzebub cannot damn a 


precious soul, he can but drown a pig, or bruise 
the heel of the mcanest saint, even this yields 


him a hellish gratification, Gen. iii. 15. O what 


everlasting thanks are due to the gracious Gover- 


nor of the Universe, that the power of this grand 
adversary is so unequal to his malice! that all 


the saints are in the Redeemer's hand, Deut. 


xxxiii. 3. and are kept by the power of ner 
en Faith unto een e 1 Pet. i. 5. 


* hirdly, Another reason why the Lois chooseth | 
to play at small game rather than none at all is, 
because he 18 a cunning Spirit, who. can turn even 2 


small game into large gain. 


Of this we find a very signal ee in the 
text. Satan, we may be sure, played at little 


game, when he only asked leave to enter an 


herd of swine, one of the lowest class of brute 
creatures ; creatures not capable of being drawn 


eeither into sin or damnation :: Vet such was the 


policy of this old serpent, that he made great 
gain of this small game; for when Christ per- 
mitted him to enter the Gadarene hogs, he 
drowned* every one of them, and by this means 
he exasperated the. Gadarenes Sond Christ, to 
such a egree, that they.. in; effect expelledviHium 
out of their coasts. Thus the devil, eventually 


banished both the Saviour of the world, and his 


hee gospel, out of a whole, country, by me [+ 


| Again, 


— 


n 
Again, Did not this diabolical adversary seem- 
ingly catch at very small prey, when, being 
err to attack Job, he only rough-cast his 
body with boils and plague-sores; (for that was 
not touching either soul or life) yet by this small 
matter Satan gained vast advantage over that 
go0d man's better part; throwing his spirit into 
snch a Truffle, as prompted him in some sort to 
curse his very being and life; yea, almost to take 
up an horrid resolution of totally abandoning his 
Maker's service. Thus it auffeieutly appears, 
what great gain Satan can make even of small 
game; or how he can avail himself against us by 
very little matters. „ x63 eta Ny 
Believe it, if this crafty enemy can but induce 
the negligent professor often to omit his duty in 


lesser 1nstances, or to make free with sins of a 


smaller size, he knows he is in a fair way to lead 
on the unwary creature in time into far greater 
omissions and commissions. Let us, therefore; 
walk circumspectly, as it becomes those who are 
not ignorant of Satan's devices, or depths; as 
scripture emphatically terms them. How cautious 
should all professors be, lest this subtle enemy 
practise upon, and ruin them by a course of lesser 
- $ins and temptations, even after they have escaped 
greater. Perhaps, Sirs, some of 22 have laid 

aside the more flagrant vices of drunkenness, 
Swearing, lying, cheating, and sabhath-breaking, 
and are turned sober: Ve pray, receive the 
Sacrament, and at times are affected with a 
preached gospel; but take heed, O! take special 
heed, lest this grand deceiver allure you into a 
set of lesser indulgences, under the specious cover 
of abstaining from sins of -a grosser sort. Take 
heed of being drawn. on to be trifling and formal 
in your deyotions, negligent -in_ fulfilling your 
promises, griping and over-reaching in your 
pes, . bargains, 


010 


bargains, and stiff, rigid and uncharitable in the 
eircumstantials of religion; for, though all these 


are but of small consequence when compared with 


gross acts of impiety, injustice and oppression, 
little do ye consider what great gain Satan may 
make of such seemingly little game, and what an 
unhappy advantage such matters give him, not 


against yourselyes only, but against religion in 


general. As more tradesmen are ruined "Fon 
165 


long- continued train of small losses, (which t 5 
be — to make but light of, singly i : 


by two or three very heavy losses; for these 


Kern wo apt to alarm, and to excite unto greater 
future caution, diligence and frugality ; so more 
Christian professors are ruined in their soul- 
. concerns, by @ long indulgence of many lesser 


zins, than by a few enormous crimes; and by a 
great many small amissions, than by a few, gross 
eommissions. Let thus much suffice on the first 
doctrinal observation raised from the text, namely. 


that © the devil will play” at small game rather 


than none at all.” 
Me now proceed to Ane proverb: 


& ; That they rin fast whom the Devil drives. 
The text Saith, IV hen the unclean spirits entered 


| ento the Swine, the herd ran TOS down” @ 
Harp place. | 


With a career swift and waged as this . many 


sinners post on in the paths of sin and vice; 
when, having cast off the bridle of religious 
restraint, and forsaken all their divine guides, my 
have delivered themselves up to the strong im- 


ulse of their own inbred corruptions, and of 


-  Satanical temptations. Being carried away with 


both wind and tide, what an amazing progress do 


; _ make the several stages 9 vice, far beyond 


what 
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What the most diligent Christian makes in the 
good ways of God! How long and how often 
must the consciencious Christian visit the house 
of God, and his closet; and what painful struggles 
must he maintain with corruptions and tempta- 
tions, with darkness, doubts and fears, before he 
can find any very sensible advances towards 
heaven? How often does his journey resemble 
the march of a famous African General, who cut 
His road inch by inch through the rocky entrails 
of mount Alps; or the forty years travels of the 
Israelites, when God led them through that 
great and terrible wilderness, herein were fier 

 8erpents, | and. Scorpions, and drought, Deut. viu. 
15. a road which might, even without a special 
diyine guide, have been travelled through in an 
equal number of weeks by a caravan of merchants, 
impelled by a thirst of worldly gain. Indeed the 
travels of sin and vanity, though attended with 
a far worse guide, are usually exceeding quick 
beyond those of piety and virtue. What an 
awful progress have some declining, backsliding 
professors made, in obduracy and profaneness, 
after they have said of sabbaths, and a preached 
i What a weariness ts ut ? Malachi i. 13. 
and have withdrawn from religious associations. 
By listening to the counset of the ungodly, and 
standing in the way of Sinners, they have soon 
been led forward, to sit in the seat of the 
scornful; that is, to make a scoff of serious 
people, and serious things, Pal. i. 1. But 
enough hath been said to confirm and illustrate 
the second proverbial saying raised from the text, 
namely, that they indeed run fast whom the 
devil drives.“ Do any ask a reason, Why such 
persons run so fast? A uvefold one may be 
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First, Because the road in which the devil 
drives his herd is a broad and down-hill road. 


Secondly, Because both the will of the driver, 
and the inclinations of his herd; lead R the | 


same way. 


Thirdly, Because the devil! 1s an unyearied 


driver, who never needs to rest himself. 


' Fourthly, A furious driver, who e no 


forbearance or lenity towards his wretched herd. 


And, Fifthly, Because he has always a large 


COMPREY of servants helpiog him to drive. 


First, They run fast whom the devil drives, 


because the road in which he. drives his herd 15 4 


broad and down-hill road. 5 
The way to destruction is by our Lord stiled 


broad, Matth. vii. 13. $0 broad; that it cannot 

casily be mistaken, neither can it easily ES | 
stepped out of: - Whereas the road in which 
Christ leads his flock is in the next verse termed. 
4 Narrow way. Now travellers can move faster 


forward in an pen; broad way, than in a very 
narrow one. Again, the road in which Satan 


drives his herd is also a down-hill road. Phe 


text saith, the herd of swine ran down a sleep 


place. That road in which sinners are posting to 


destruction, resembles the road in which this 


herd of swine ran with so much vehemence; for 
it is a down-hill road. Every. Way of wickedness 


is a down-hill path; and it is easy for corrupt 


nature to walk in it. Ungodly sinners need not 


to be on the full stretch, need not put forth any 


strong efforts in travelling the down-hull road of 


vice; no, let them but give way to the pro ensi- 


ties of their own evil minds, and they will soon 
be carried down the profipice. into the dead seca 
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